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interment, or transportation costs of 
the deceased veteran. 

(2) Reimbursement of transportation ex-
penses. In order to pay transportation 
costs, VA must receive a receipt, pref-
erably on letterhead, showing who paid 
the costs, the name of the deceased 
veteran, the specific transportation ex-
penses incurred, and the dates of the 
services rendered. 

(3) Eligibility based on evidence of 
record. VA may establish eligibility for 
benefits in this subpart based upon evi-
dence of service and disability that VA 
relied upon to grant disability com-
pensation or pension during the vet-
eran’s lifetime, unless VA has some 
other evidence on the date that it re-
ceives notice of the veteran’s death 
that creates doubt as to the correct-
ness of that evidence. 

(The information collection requirements in 
this section are approved by the Office of 
Management and Budget under control num-
ber 2900–0003.) 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 2304, 5107(a)) 

BURIAL BENEFITS: ALLOWANCES & 
EXPENSES PAID BY VA 

§ 3.1704 Burial allowance based on 
service-connected death. 

(a) General rule. VA will pay the max-
imum burial allowance specified in 38 
U.S.C. 2307 for the burial and funeral 
expenses of a veteran described in para-
graph (b) of this section, unless VA has 
evidence on the date it receives notice 
of the veteran’s death that the ex-
penses incurred were less than that 
amount. Payment of the service-con-
nected burial allowance is in lieu of 
other allowances authorized by subpart 
B of this part, except those allowances 
listed in paragraph (c) of this section. 

(b) Eligibility. A burial allowance is 
payable under this section for a vet-
eran who died as a result of a service- 
connected disability or disabilities. VA 
will presume, unless it has evidence to 
the contrary on the date it receives no-
tice of the veteran’s death, that a vet-
eran died as a result of a service-con-
nected disability or disabilities if, at 
the date of death, the veteran was 
rated totally disabled for a service-con-
nected disability or disabilities, ex-
cluding a total disability rating based 
on individual unemployability. 

(c) Additional allowances available 
based on service-connected death. In ad-
dition to the service-connected burial 
allowance authorized by this section: 

(1) VA may reimburse for transpor-
tation expenses related to burial in a 
national cemetery under § 3.1709, Trans-
portation expenses for burial in a na-
tional cemetery; and 

(2) VA may pay the plot or interment 
allowance for burial in a State vet-
erans cemetery under § 3.1707(a), Plot 
or interment allowance. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 2303, 2307, 2308) 
Cross Reference: § 3.1(i), for the definition of 
‘‘State’’. 

§ 3.1705 Burial allowance based on 
non-service-connected death. 

(a) General rule. VA will pay the max-
imum burial allowance specified in 38 
U.S.C. 2302 for the burial and funeral 
expenses of a veteran described in para-
graph (b) of this section, unless VA has 
evidence on the date it receives notice 
of the veteran’s death that the ex-
penses incurred were less than that 
amount. Payment of the non-service- 
connected burial allowance is subject 
to other applicable regulations in sub-
part B of this part. 

(b) Eligibility. A burial allowance is 
payable under this section for a vet-
eran who, on the date of death: 

(1) Was receiving VA pension or dis-
ability compensation; 

(2) Would have been receiving dis-
ability compensation but for the re-
ceipt of military retired pay; or 

(3) Had pending any of the following 
claims: 

(i) An original claim for pension or 
disability compensation, and the evi-
dence in the claims file on the date of 
death and any evidence received under 
paragraph (d) of this section is suffi-
cient to grant pension or disability 
compensation effective before the date 
of death; or 

(ii) A claim to reopen a previously 
denied pension or disability compensa-
tion claim, based on new and material 
evidence, and the evidence in the 
claims file on the date of the veteran’s 
death and any evidence received under 
paragraph (d) of this section is suffi-
cient to reopen the claim and grant 
pension or disability compensation ef-
fective before the date of death; or 
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